.heritageeand the contributions We've made tO'thé“peninﬁuii;'_'
Other racial groups have been written about but not much i
has been known about the Icelanders' contrlbutlons to the
welfare of the land and our ‘history in San Mateo County. We
are a small populatlon but we of the Icelandic descent are
proud when our own kind made worthy contributions which help °
society to grow an& survive.

I'll begin by telling you about the Stoneson Brothers
. and the city they_built. -Henry.and Ellis Stoneson were
considered.to be the‘building tycoons of San Francisco, in
spite of 1imitedleducatioeal opportunities in-early life.
They made a greeter impact upon the 'construction tusiness
in California than most others whose,beglnnlngs were more
auspicious. They comblned a skillful use of hammer and saw
with a ‘natural talent for plannlng and‘design.- It is said
that Ellis could see a barren, worthless acre of land and in.
his mlnd s eye spread it ‘with beautlful stately bulldlngs.

In their early twenties they'became contractors on a
small‘scale.in Alaska, British Columbia and*finally in the -
State of Washingtdn.' They weren't satisfied. w1th the oppor-
tunltles afforded them there._ After considering several
locations, they decided tq move to San Francisco where
_oppertunities.were waiting for them to exercise their var-

ied talents.- So w1th thelr tool kits as their sole pos-

~session they took their first odd jobs, such as home



- I_repolrs and alteratlons 1n order to get aoqualnted with

j the bulldlng trade 1n thlS area.: Subsequently, they ven= !
tured 1nto the bulldlng of the famlly dwelllngsL;_ : -

i Fred Thorarlnson, é friend of thelrs who had come W1th |
them to San Fran01sco,ishared thelr 1nterest in the building
trade. The 1n1t1al capltal of the partnership whijch the
three formed was a mere seven hundred dollars. Fortunately,
the owner of a building supply concern was sympathetip.

Upon Qpproaching'him;for‘é ioan.of materials.with which )
to build_a-house to be out up for sale, their sﬁall capital
to‘be their down payment, the man looked him in the eye
and said, "You look honest to me. I'll take a chance on
you. " This_resulted in a lifelong tie between supplier
and contractor, for the Stonesone Brothers and Thorlnson
(as he spells 1t now) never forgot that magnanlmous show
of faith, and dealt henceforw1th with this man's company.2
ﬁﬁmaStoneson Brothers and Thorlnson were partners for
several years until Thorinson decided to go into business
 for himself. He too was very successful in the building
trade. | - Bl
Tﬁey'boilt the house and sold it, then built pore

houses and sold them until finally the time was right

1The Stoneson Brothers and the City They Built, The Icelandic
Canadlan, Sprlng, 1960 P 33 _ ' :
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hea& iﬁﬁolmase productionfof houaiug_hnite; They
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:_ary e Park of the Mission District near the Crocker-r

~ Amazon Park. They bUllt homes there and sold ‘them. They Clﬂ\

Bl by T it o L

also built their own prlvate homes-on this tract.>

They bought more sites and tracts, bUth more houses, l
i

sold themr and dlrected their profits into further under-

A\

takings. This procedure continued with such success that

firme like Equitaole Life Insurance Company, which didn't
even bet on horse races, became partners in their projects.
\ !
The firm~ 1ate;IACt1va£ed_its interest in the Lake
Merced area, buying many acres of land and constructing

B m e i pp——

houses at the approximate rate of one a day. In 1937,

- e Y S
-
T

the Stonesons were bulldlng up the Lake51de Dlstrlct, whlch
had prev1ously con51sted of a number of small truck farms
(here in the West a truck farm is a small vegetahle farm -
anywhere from one to several acres'in size - each ‘owner
trucking his vegetables to market} Tﬁis site was-selected
by them becauSe the trend of growth was toward the west of
the Tw1n Peaks sectlon. The sectlon west of Twin Peaks
was an 1solated area w1th the appearance of an abandoned

country51de, 1nterspersed wlth a’ few strugglang cabbage

patches-and vegetable plots. It was in effect cut off from

31bia.
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_the San Franclsco Clty proper by hllls and 1nadequate roads..

_;Eventually,_the Mun1c1pa1 Rallway constructed the Tw1n Peekl

T, Wt iy 'ﬁ-fm!‘-ﬂ‘ M“*‘"‘""" *“"‘ d

1thhls desolate area of“sand dunes.‘ Thls was “winnlng the

it T

'West“_on a smell scale._ The bulldlng of the transcont1nenta1 4

rallroad was of more fundamental 1mportanoe to the Nation
-than the dlscovery|of gold in Callfornla, for the populatlon
was transported by rails, thereby expediting the settlement

of the West. The construction of the streetcar tracks threpgh
the tunnel and the wastelands meant future opportunities

for bullders, home owners and businesses of all klnds ISOon
the Lake51de area was settled as was the West, and the
‘Stoneson Brothers moved their-families to Lakesiae. The
Stonesons quickly rEcogniZed.the_adVantages of building in-

that area. As a result they and several other major sub-

dividers soon exhausted the evailability of 1ahd.5
The Lekeside'deﬁeIOpment took up their time and effort Y»u)
from 1937 to the beginning: of World War II, when building 10

2 : : s .
activities were restrained. After these restraints were Hy

removed, the Stoneson Brothers were prepared for their greatest

enterprise. - They built a city within a city - a city within

UTunnel (three mileeelong) and extended miles of traok through 4

the boundaries of San Francisco. This city, known as Stonestown,

was opened in 1952 but with one tragic note - the older

e e 7
-

brother Ellis passed epay suddenly from a heart attack, one week

>Ipid,




: jopenlng.ﬁ It 1s said that, "During

. o . | £5
surpassing such well-publicized projects as the Leavitt
- _'” Sans M ) = % B et L TR

towns along the Atlantlc seaboard " The project prov1ded

thousand w1th 11v1ng quarters, homes and apartments, and
. service fac111t1es for comfortable-11v1ng. There were
over seventy—fiue Business establishments, eliminating
the necessity of trips to the older shopping and business
sections of San Francisco. ’Stonestosn is a completely
self-contained community center. With Stonestown Shopping
Center represEntlng various firms long establlshed in the
}@tropolltan area of San Fran01sco, the problem of decen-
tralization was solved. The flrms were offered the opportunity
" to lease quarters at a‘mlnlmum rental fee and to pay extra ’
rental - through a percentage assessment based on gross recelpts.
After the varlous,factors of.profit and loss were considered;
the concliusion was-that.Stonestown Shopping;Center would have
to do a-$40"million a year business_to bé profitable. It
was agreed that such a grosslincome.could not be_expected
.in the beginning and that 4 reasonable time would have to
be allowed to pess.before tnat amount-of business could be
expected. However, ' the first month's income topped the 25

"million dollar mark.Gl
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The parklng survey disclosad that the free parklng :
space for 25 600 cars was occupied not only by cars of San

Francisco shoppers, but by cars Qf shoppers from other Bay

Area communlties as far awa as_soito 100 mlles.l A unique

feature of the shopplng center ofﬂgteuestown is an underground
\fnetwork of tunnels for the uSelo 'coumerc1al and serv1ce |
'_trucks so they would not 1nterfere w1th the shoppers. The.
Stoneson Development Corporation (as the firm is now known)
continues to build on both sides of the-Bay.7

Ellis Leo'Stoneson wéé boru July 15, 1893 in victoria,
British Columbia, Canada. He died August 23, 1952 in San
Francisco. His widow is Kritbjorg (Bertha), daughter of
Sigurdur and Inglbjorg Thordarson. Bertua was born in
Iceland. She came to Canada with her parents when she was a
suaiimchild and they settled in Selkirk, then later moved to
.Pqints'Roberts-ou the west.coest where Bertha met Ellis.
Bertha end Ellis had threelchildren: Donald Henry Stoneson;
Mildred Elaiﬁe Baktiari; end”Louise D'etweiler.8

Heury Steneson was born May i?, 1895 and died December
30, 1958. His widow is Wlllette. Hehry was married twice.
His first W1fe was Hazel Chresson (of Worwedlan descent)
. who dled some years ago leaving him wlth two daughters,‘

'Eloise Prestdn and Helen Schumacher. . ..

Ibid.

Ibid.

Ibid.



fand Henry had two srsters, stephanle Inglbjorg

.4._.1—--—-"

fari -Oddstad, w1dow of Dr. Andres Fjeldsted Oddstad (who

was décorated w1th the Order of the Falcon for promotlng the
cultare of Iceland). Dr. Oddstad was instrunental in
'-organlzlng the Icelandlc Soc:.ety of Northern california and
was its flrst pre51dent. Dr. and Mrs. Oddstad's home was
JOPen House to all Icelanders where they received,a warm
welcome. Their oﬁhqr sister is Guﬁron (Rooney) Kristopherson,
wife of Kjartan Kriotopherson, formerly of Argyle, son of
'éigurdur Kristopherson and,Caroiine-Taylor, the first couﬁle

to be married at Gimli in 1877. Caroliﬁe Taylor was of
Scottish descent, but she learhed to speak Icelandic.l0
Rooney had nine chiidreh who now are living on the peninsula.
They changed the spelling of their hname tOIChristOPhérson.
Her sons arE‘involved in real osﬁate and building"aléo.

Her daughter Elleen became a famous Broadway mu51cal star
and movie star in Hollywood who now re91des in Hillsborough
with her famlly.' Their daughter Dorothy is talented as

well. She married the famoas attorney.ﬁobert E.fCartwright
and has tﬁo childreng Caroline and RobICartwright. Caroline
was Miss Burlingamo in 1975. The Cartwrights live in the
beautiful estate in Hillsborough, “villa Des Arbes", on

Hayne Road which Waé.the second Decorators Showhouse;
It was prev1ously owned by the Scrlth - of the Scrlpfb

Howard Publlshlng Company.
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‘The parents of Ellls and HEnry were the late Thorsteinn

jjThorstelnsson (Stone Stoneson) and Inglbjorg Elnarsdottir.

I¥nThorsteinn was born 1ﬁ 1860 at Hraunkoy, in: Borgarfjordur,

-1eIce1and. He was 76 when he dledJln_Blalne, Washlngton._-

"Inglbjorg was born Augustlz 1862'at Jolhelmstunga, in:

. Borgarfjordur, Iceland.' ﬁhen she was three years old she‘
was adopted by Stefan Profastur (Archdeacon) and his wife
Ingibjorg, at Stafholt, Borgafjordur. She was married at
thaf home. 1In 1887 she and her husband came .to Winnipegq,
Manitoba, Canada. A dauohﬁer was born to them the following
year_in Winnipeg, Stephanie Ingibjorg Maria (Mrs. Oddstad),
whom they named after Ithe Archdeacon Stefan and his wife,
Ingibjorg. Then they moved to the west coast where their

- other children were born. They loet one 8 year-old boy,
Baldwin, in Blaine, Waéhington, aﬁd their son, Joﬁann '
Thordur, dled in Vancouve}, B C., in January, 1927, at the
age of 34 He left a w1dow of SCOttlSh descent and three
children. Grandﬁa Stoneson (as-she was lov1ngly called}
dled in Blalne. Washington at the. age of 9O.11

" The flrst to make a monetary contribution towardé

.the constructlon of an Icelandic Old Folks.Home at Blalne,i

Washlngton, in 1945 were Ellls and Henry Stoneson, The -

amount was an exceedlpgly geherous one with yet a larger

pledge to follow, thus starting'the successful drive which

o
Ibid.




'1__The home was named "Stafholt" in honor of_the

ace where thelr mother wae ralsed Ellls and Henry .

;Stoneson also contrlbuted $1 000 00 each to the endowment
qund for the Chalr 1n Icelandlc Language and therature in'
the UnlverSLty of Manltoba In poverty and prosperlty
allke, ElllS and Henry were ever SOllCltOUS of the welfare
of thelr parents and other reigtlves.' Their generosity

towards humanity never ended.

s After the death of Henry;Stoneson,-his nephew, Donald

Henry Stoneson, son of Ellis and Bertha, was made Vice-President

of the Stoneson Development Corporation at 36 years of age.
Donald has been married twice. His present wife is Gloria.
He has two_childreﬁ by his fifst wife and one byothe second.
Don. Stoneson was apﬁointed Chairman of the éommission-on
Housing and Communlty Development by Governor Reagan in May,
1968 and he served for elght years, prescrlblng 1nt; law
regulatlons governlng housing in thehState of California.

Don is now the consul of Tceland and works in San Francisco.

He moved to Hillsborough in 1959 and lived on Craig Road

until November, 1966 when he moved. into the famous estate known

‘as “Treehaven" on Hayne Road, an anllsh cotswold country

estatg. They first saw the estate when it was the 1966 Decorators

Showhouse and fell iﬁ love with.it. It was built in the

mid-1920's by George Howard, Jr., a member of the first

12
" Ibid.







