


Pauline Christopherson was a woman of great strength, and kindness.  
She was of Icelandic descent, raised on a farm in Glenboro, Manitoba 
born to parents Gudbrandur (Goodie) Einarson and Mary Sigvaldson 
Einarson.  She was the second eldest of four 
children and lost her mother when she was 
only 12.  She helped her father and grand-
mother raise her siblings, especially the baby 
of the family, Emily, who was only 1 at the 
time.  She had 2 brothers, Lloyd and Henry, 
with Henry serving in the Parliament for 16 

years.  She lived thru the depression and many a hard time on the 
farm but she always had a cheerful attitude.

Pauline took on responsibility at a very young age. Her sister 
recalled Pauline saying she made bread for the first time and was 
so upset when the loaves came out of the oven as “hard as rocks” . 
Her Dad didn’t admonish her, just said “never mind, next time will 
be better”! And it did get better. By her 
teens she was an accomplished cook!

In l934 her family moved to another farm where the land was more 
productive and again Pauline took responsibility for making the 
house a home. The 30’s were very hard years. Her grandmother 
carded and spun wool and made warm socks for the men including 
some of the neighbors! That is when Pauline learned her knitting 
skills. 

 
Pauline continued her schooling through grade eleven at 
the little one room schoolhouse a mile from the farm. One year 
she took on the job of going early (walking) to light the fire in a 
big pot-bellied stove at the back of the classroom during the win-
ter months so that it would be warm for the teacher and pupils 
when they arrived. Not an easy task for $8 a month, especially 

when the stove was sometimes hard to get lit on a bit-
terly cold morning. Pauline was able to go to Winnipeg 
to Business College in l942 and then worked for a while 
there before coming home to get married in Grund Lutheran Church (now a 
Heritage Site and testimonial to the Icelandic settlers who built it in l889).
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She married Theodore Christopherson on June 16, 1946 and was the mother 
of four children, Robert, Ronald, Carol and Roy.   When her youngest was 
8, she ended up divorced and raised her four children on her own.  Her grit 
and determination set a good example for her children and she was rewarded 
(finally after some headaches caused by the teenage years) with wonderful 
grandchildren and a family that all stayed living very close to her.

Pauline worked at Tassos Realty for a 
while and then went to work for Olym-
pian Oil until she retired.  She loved to bowl and did so 
for many years with various leagues at Kings Bowl and 
Bel Mateo Bowl.  She certainly missed her friend and 
bowling partner of many years, Irene Rainey, when she 
passed.  But even at 88, she bowled in a Junior Adult 
league with her daughter, Carol, and granddaughter, 
Kelsey and she always beat both of them with her score 
and terrific hook ball. 

When she was younger, she was famous among the neighborhood 
kids for her chocolate chip cookies, pies, homemade bread and 
cakes. After school, there was always a treat awaiting at the Chris-
topherson house!  Her blueberry pie and Icelandic Veneterta Cake 
were a staple at the holidays, and have yet to have been replicated 
(well) by her children.  

In the summers, she would take on the daunting 
task of driving to the farm in Manitoba with all 
four kids to stay on the farm.  The drive itself was 
a feat considering the kids were a difficult bunch at times (yes, she pulled 
the old pink station wagon over to the side of the road numerous times to 
referee).  The time on the farm gave her kids 
a chance to experience her childhood with the 
tractor and horse riding, chicken feeding and 
shucking peas on the back porch.  She would 
visit with her brother’s family who still lived 
on the farm, and old friends.

She always kept her hands busy and sewed clothing and Barbie 
dresses, as well as knitting many sweaters, and even a dress with 
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a matching sweater which Carol still treasures.  She did crocheting, 
embroidery, cross stitch and other crafts.  As well, she played the 
piano and started her granddaughter, Kelsey, on the piano when she 
was young.  Kelsey inherited her grandma’s 
musical talent and started playing the violin in 
middle school, and started piano lessons at 15.  
The things that Pauline loved to do was to go 
to Kelsey’s orchestra performances and bowl! 
Her son Roy has done the family genealogy.    

Pauline was the 28th great granddaughter of 
Harald I of Norway (aka Finehair), and the 
8th great granddaughter of Arngrimur Jonsson, 
the Learned, and Icelandic scholar.  In 1983, 
Pauline and her sister, Emily, and brother, 
Henry, took a trip to Iceland and actually 
knocked on the door of the cottage where her 
great grandparents had lived before coming 
to Canada.  The family currently living 

there knew of their family and invited them 
in for tea and lots of fun conversation about 
nearby relatives still living in Iceland. Pauline 
will always be remembered in the hearts and 

minds of her loved ones.  Even though 
dementia dulled her memory and ability 
to cope towards the end of her life, she 
still managed to keep a sense of humor 
and cheerful approach to dealing with the 
disease.   Her neighbor, Opal Burleson, 
said that she was always an inspiration 
because through all the rough times that 
life dealt her, she managed to make the 
best of it, and still remain optimistic 
and grateful for what she had.  She 
felt lucky to be physically healthy and 
have her children around to enjoy, and 
we were lucky that we had her as as a 
mother, grandmother, sister, friend and 
neighbor!
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